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Al-Kasaba International Film Festival
17 — 30 November 2007
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Al-Kasaba Theatre & Cinematheque, Ramallah - Palestine
Tel. : +972 2 296 5292 www.alkasaba.org
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«Med-Screen is supp y the European Union in the framework of
the Euromed Audiovi gramme”.
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h, | Municipality wasfounded. Tocelebratethe

- centennial occasion of its establishment,

we will launch in the beginaimgFofithe

coming year a packagefofdifferent infra

structure projects covering different.d@mains oflife: The city is

expected on this occasion, tosobserve achievements and huge

ceremonies for the first tigie in the history of town.

It is true that infra structure projects and public services are
considered vital to us; at the same time, cultural and artistic
programs will have a significant presence within our programs
during the coming year. Having a strong belief in the importance
of cooperation between the local community and the municipality
itself, we hereby invite you to prepare your programs to celebrate
the occasion together.

Through the Kasaba International Film Festival, our town hosts
artists and films representing different countries and cultures
by which we will be introduced to various cultures. Allow me
on this occasion to extend my gratitude to Al-kassaba theatre
and cinématheque for organizing this important festival that has
become one of the most prominent artistic festivals and activities
in Palestine.

Initially, it is agreed that kassaba International Film Festival for
the year 2008 will be a part of the centennial celebrations next
year.

Finally, on behalf of the Ramallah citizens and myself, I welcome
you all and who have supported this festival all through. With
my best wishes.

Janet Michael
Mayor of Ramallah
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Al Kasaba International Film Festival
17-30 Nov 2007
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After the big success of Al Kasaba International Film Festival
2006 Al Kasaba Theatre and Cinematheque- Ramallah is
going to organize Al Kasaba international Film Festival II,
between 17-30 Nov 2007.

The Opening Film ( Days of Glory) Directed by: Rashid
Busharib, has won many international awads, in addtion

it has been nominated to best forgin lanugae movie- Oscar
2007, also won a lot of awards in Cannes Film Festival 2006.
The festival comes under hard political, economical and social
conditions that the Palestinian people live because of the Israeli
siege and aggressive actions against the Palestinian people.

In addition,to the Cultural message, the festival also has a

political message in:its content through which we are going to
open our cinema halls such as the airport Terminal when it open
you can meet people from all over the World.
It is clear that the cinema life in Palestine has improved and
developed in the recent years, the Palestinian audience became
more likely to watch films, and ‘more interested in cultural
institutions and organizations that screen films and organizes
festivals and cinema weeks. Also the Palestinian cinema is now
competing in the international festivals and has significant presence
in the cinema world, several cinema clubs were founded at schools
and cultural centers, and many young filmmakers and directors are
working on films productions.
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The festival will screen 35 recent produced feature, documentaries,
and shorts films organized into different program sections.

European Cinema: 5 recently produced films will be screened from
Different European Countries in cooperation with the European
representative offices in palestine. Also the festival will screen films
from different Asian and African countires, Al Kasaba participation in
durban film festival- South Africa enabled signing agreements with the
producers of the films in order to screen their films in the festival.

Films from South Africa, Mali, Benin, Senegal, Congo, Pakistan and India
will be also screened in the Festival.

Also, there will be a major part for the Arab cinema throuth the cooperation
with the Med Screen program.

Recent Films from Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, Lebanon, Syria, Egypt and
Palestine will be screen in the festival.

Get ready.... to'live a marvious two weeks with Al Kasaba international film Minal § cpe goul Py I5huad ... |ganints
Festival -d 9l Alaindl Luadll
For more information please call 02-296 5292\3 Al efilaiiw g 7y
www. Alkasaba.org
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Seven years since the inauguration of Al-Kasaba Theater & Cinematheque
in Ramallah, we have produced 10 adults” plays and 5 plays for children.
We have participated in 26 Arab and international festivals. The play
“Stories under Occupation” obtained 3 important rewards. We've
been in all Palestinian cities, villages and camps projecting our plays
for children.

26 specialized Film weeks, 5 Film festivals and tens of artistic groups: theater,
music and dance performed their shows on Al-Kasaba scene.

Cinema becomes daily habit for many of Ramallah and Albireh citizens.
Palestinian cultural centers pay increasing interest in the field of cinema.
They cooperate with us in the projection of films.

We have developed ourselves, from a hall of projection to bear the responsibility
of distributing films in West Bank and Gaza Strip, in Jerusalem. We distribute
and project Palestinian films in South Korea, India, South Africa, Lebanon,
Jordan, Germany and France.

Now, after all these achievements ... we ask ourselves: Is there a
room for the dream? What's new? What are we going to add?
The answer is yes. Maybe the ferocity of siege and blockade and
the narrow surface make us dream and dream, we over jump

walls and checkpoints by our dreams.

Our dream now is represented by the foundation of drama institute

in Palestine. It is going to be the first specialized drama center in

Palestine. By means of this drama center, we will provide the
theater movement by young energies.

Now ... after seven years, | thank all who cooperate with us,
individuals and institutions. Specifically speaking | would like
to mention our dear public who accompany us during that
entire journey.

Today ... we meet together within the events of Al-Kasaba international
Film festival. This festival is developing year by year. We began to organize
it through the study of the reality we live as society, cultural institutions and
projection halls. We began with a modest start. We had no intention to
create a delusive media status. We are convinced that circumstances are
not optimum to organize a competition and to announce rewards. There
are no bases to reanimate films market within the festival’s activities.
Therefore, we make up our minds to go up the stairs step by step. We've
been successful in that. The festival is growing, spreading out and
building relations of cooperation and partnership with other festivals.

Finally ... | pay my gratitude
to all who contribute in the
support of this festival: Palestinian
Telecommunications Group,
Municipality of Ramallah and
Med Screen Program. Also | thank
the institutions and festivals who
cooperate  with us: The Swiss
Agency for Development, French
Cultural Center, Goethe Institute,
General Consulate of Italy, Spanish
Cooperation, Representation  of
Portugal and Durban film Festival-
South Africa.

To the workers of Al-Kasaba and to
the festival crew all my love and

consideration.

Welcome you all,

George Ibrahim
General Director

Sbia yuwe 0 g sl Glaa puss V LQ:ISLIALL\' il aly § dauadll hilaiiw g ¢y 7 38 3o O s g 329
ﬁ‘*aﬁGL:«JMY‘MM)){PJmijg“;\:\QU‘;\J&QAW‘)L?J@AYTC?DSJL&HJGJ:)U
s JELYT Silas puse Lud ye g LAl )5 9 W Lisabaiald Lsse gl & 8 gf asde o i al (dola
C.\Aﬁua%‘g‘U_.i:uuy‘g‘C)w().ai“alill@Jﬂ|alﬁm‘@hlfmaubw°5‘mw‘|Main1
Al oA &st@m‘gﬁ

Lgolaial ula 3y dadalaiuld L3LE5 3S) 40 9 ‘5ﬁ|3m|?|3&guo&u‘}egmi‘5ﬂﬁu3§ BAL:LA:EM."CQ-.HGE
MY (3 pe (3 Lias ( glaii g claiicad) J8as
@3ﬁhm|‘s3h3‘uum|joﬁ&lh£3mﬂ|@dl@e)&ﬁﬂ&\,y@jwd&&iwﬁdh@wd}u
Ly g ‘L\.\Udj ‘UJJ‘J“Q‘ULMJ" ‘LIAJJS‘ O g cangll g s gaadl LaJ‘,S@oL.mh.mJANe)uWuaﬁj

S 1ila g Shsan o8 Lag Salall puio Alsa Ja sl Jhush ...l JLa3Y1 034 JS sayg (¥

hadg alady alad land elals (aad 3l &uall dabudly «jlaadly GUAN Saa L yg .ani .. ol gl
Gasial algadls gl pund
“Mf)‘j‘Q}h-“dééM‘fﬁ“%d}'dy‘wéubmwwtﬁdy'mm
Al Sl Zua yud ! &Sl s e Jariu

G831, g3l Ja3all Gy ggan SIL padl g cbusiyo g 141530 ina gLl (ho JS Sl o g s sasg .03
sl A5 ) g

ale wa Lole gy 31 gl ekl 138 (gl laiiwll dualll Gla o Glilad Gaus aSas Filh .agallg
S Gl Al (e O Lo g LSl Slue ey paiaas ddasd s3I (__EI}LIi.uIJ..\JMQawEJLLEJﬁh
g2 08 Y ilins w3l (15 jad BRI Gl 0LS e (a8 M‘gmh|ubdh3|‘hdaa
ety 3 iandy (Jlis alall 3520 0,3 Gl g ol et Sl Gaus 23S (3 guu Jaadil ciloglio 2 53 ¥ g

(AT L e o 81 g (5La3 SBME g (AT g % o el 58 Lag

med galiyg il pl, &alig dviabaildll SYLAIY! de gans (ola ekl 138 acss aabus o JS S .. LGa

o AT GUERIN 58 A ¢ il A yucsy ] usnan ph) sLimo 2 glas I il bl g il yl! Sl g SCTEEN
o — Slaall obye Gla e (JUS yall &ilias (Jluwdl o glaill cdolall Lalllay¥| Lalallll (&5 gé agao
Ly 30

‘éﬁﬁj‘é’w?ﬂub‘,@| ‘JU@!" ‘E..uaﬁ.H@Q\.LcLa.Uj

7S Mgn g Nal

paal ! Eos>
?Li.ﬂ ﬁ.\.ﬂ

N,



Al-Kasaba International Film Festival 2007

To be distinct is natural ...

In the inauguration ceremony of Al-Kasaba International Film

Euro/
Palestinian
Film week

Several European Donor countries
(Switzerland, France Germany, ltaly and
Spain) agreed to organize together a Euro/
Palestinian film week. The week will be
part of Al Kasaba International film festival
organized between 17-28 November,
2007.

This initiative aims to join donors” efforts
working in Palestine, to promote cultural
exchange through international and
Palestinian films. In addition, the festival
aims to provide the opportunity to
Palestinian public to meetand discuss

the films with international and
Palestinian directors.

Festival

2006, we projected a video clip entitled “To be distinct
is natural”. This video clip gained the public’s
interest and admiration, because it bears political
and human values. But, through our daily
attitude, unfortunately, distinction is becoming
unnatural in our society. The exercise to
respect multilateralism is transformed into the
annulations and swallowing up of the other.

The result look at Gaza and see what
happened there???

Despite the fact that what is special in us as
people is that political, cultural and social
multilateralism, which has created a unique
status in our Arab world, dangerous changes
were begun to hit us.

There is a popular Egyptian proverb which says:

“The soil is one and the trees have different colors”.

What value has the land without trees, and what is the
value of trees if they have the same color and taste.

The Festival ...

Al-Kasaba international Film festival went up its second stair. Surely, as all
things, the first step is the most difficult ... when we contact certain company
of production, cinema distributor or director, questions are raised: Where?
Palestine? Do you have cinema and festivals? Good ... could you introduce
us the festival and its date? What is the website of the festival?

Meanwhile the decidedness and brutality of the mentality
of the Palestinian, the solidarity of an artist with our cause,
the interest by a consulate to enhance the principle of
dialogue and cultural exchange, the desire of a distributor
to spread out and commercialize his films, we organize
the festival. And because the origin of everything was a
dream, and after tension, we walked the first step and
we organized the festival with the participation of 16
countries. We projected Palestinian films in Lebanon,
Jordan, France, Germany, South Korea, India and South
Africa.

Now ... as Hussein Barghouthi said “With the will of
God we are growing”, we are hosting 25 countries
and projecting 35 films from Europe, Asia, Africa and
America.

We meet you ... and also together with you we reach
different cultures and causes. We open the door of
dialogue and discussion.

November 17" to 30", 2007, within the events of Al-
Kasaba International Film Festival, we try to create joy. In
the halls of Al-Kasaba, you will taste different food, enjoy
it, life is a moment.

Khaled Elayyan
Festival’s Director
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Al Kasaba International Film Festival

Al-Kasaba Theatre and Cinematheque:

The Legal Position:
Al-Kasaba Theatre and Cinematheque
is a specialized non-profit organization
established in Jerusalem in 1970. In non-governmental cultural organization
2000 Al-Kasaba opened its new branch registered at the Palestinian Interior
in Ramallah. Al-Kasaba aims at reviving, Ministry as an NGO under
enriching and disseminating cultural life registration No. (RA-2286-CU).
in Palestine through the production and Besides, Al Kasaba is registered
hosting of art performances in music, theatre at the Palestinian Ministry of
and dancing, as well as the screening of Culture under registration
features and documentaries and organizing No. (R/1000/2003).
culture and art workshops and activities.
Al-Kasaba targets Palestinian audiences, in
general, and women, youth and children, in
particular.

Al Kasaba International Film Festival

Funded by : o o

e GoublldllelinsUldegano

«Med-Screen is supported by the European Union in the
framework of the Euromed Audiovisual programme”.

Al-Kasaba Theatre and Cinematheque is a

Paltel Group
Ramallah Municipality
Med Screen Program

In Cooperation with :

Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation SDC
French General Consulate

Goethe Institude

Italian General Consulate

Spanish Cooperation

Portuguese Representative Office

8 s U===" @8 . Icm
Franc- = lglféa;._m s e | FearIL

L L
==

eneral Director

Khaled Elayyan
Executive Director

Amjad El Battah
Administrative and Financial Manager

Muaz Jubeh

Technical Director

Staff

Samer Makhluf
P.R Coordinator

Suad Rishmawi
Program Coordinator

Najwan Attallah

Marketing Coordinator

Carol Ghagab
Secretary

Rami Bahjat
Ev. Responsible

Firas Abu Sabah

Reception
Ibrahim Qahoush
Services
Richard Issa
Services
Shaﬁ‘,‘ Massis Board of Thrusters:
Reception
Imad Farajin Mahdi Al Masri
Actor Ghada Rabah
Manal Awad Khalil Nakhleh N
B e Mohammad Saleh Al Khalili
Faten Farhat
Khaled Masu Mohammad El Battrrawi
Actor Sameh Aboushe

Michael Abu Ghazalah
George Ibrahim
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Khaled Elayyan
Festival Director

Amjad El Battah
Financial Manager

Muaz Jubeh
Technical Director

Suad Rishmawi
Festival Coordinator

Samer Makhluf
P.R Coordinator

Najwan Attallah
Marketing Coordinator

Carol Ghagab
Secretary

Manal Awwad
Media Coordinator

Al Shayeb Group
Media



\ \
\ \ \
\ \
\ \
\ \
| i \
WAL : \
_ - \ Days of Glory
R L= \ e O gRalall
LA PRRE = R L I DR DA T RPN IR \
T \
. 1 ; N . \
Iberia DAYS o GLORY \ oL axih, 1) A \
i . s esd. el et LA
» . ) Openlng Fllm \ (SN S) ‘:;mekfd ‘..SJ‘%““J;"‘? J:‘M" \
il g A8y 44 (Y20 Lilaw! \ s pallan o — dus yall g aws &I el \
159l puslols :gl,A) \ \
£ 5alaid A jie — daibuw | 123U Days of GlOI’y ' ) ) \
\ a8y 5l g¥1 8 ilad e, s bl gkl g 551 92! \
Yrliss Blea Sl alis Juils gy bila et s 5 France/ Algeria/ Morocco, 2006,119 min, Feature | sl e dlguand BLAYL Y1V _‘_._.Al N \
, o . ) ) ) Directed by: Rachid Bouchareb \ O Gl 8 Plotl oo \
Lagaa i (prialad » Ly Ll oA josr o83, lale 62! Fanl) ol Sl sall bl ss as 0o (o2 gius (R ge plsd Starring: Jamel Debbouze, Samy Naceri, Roschdy | \
coaS U bl T LadY i g pa Jsdu oSt Galll al fad oo wsBll ps 99,5l )y Filigy Zem \ . \
) Language: French and Arabic with Arabic Subtitle Pl eady ANl Bl coall A aLlll Slaal g8 \
£laaVirs 11\ VA uadl U QU Gaal) LA 3 ol o8 L 3 s (o s (V4EY \
sluss 820+ WA\ YY usadlf Festivals & Awards: Nominated For Best Foreign | o o . \
Language Film of the Year Algeria- Academy \ Aajpoail Pl gruny (s Aliae dgs Savels \
Ib . Awards- USA 2007, Also it has won several awards A ol g e ol pans o8 S ALdll guag \
eria in CANNE Festival.
| Glyhe anadl iy Al Gl § ddes o pall \
Spain, 2005, 99 min, Documentary In World War II, the Muslims from French colonies | &L gi— s il sl & gius (3 JIEU Ll o B33! |
enlist to fight for their motherland France. In the 7th | e o el 15 el s s 5 s ms La] e e \
Directed by: Carlos Saura battalion commanded by the tough Sergeant Roger | 2~ =% e e \
Language: Spanish with English subtitles Martinez, the soldier Abdelkader has leadership with | Lagg flalls pibl g Llus clady L 3 1 gasil”
the troop and seeks promotion and recognition from 1 s 591 ATl e s AT cre abie L] caLedh e
Festivals & Awards: Nominated, Best Documentary- Goya Awards, 2006 the command; Said Otmari is a servile and illiterate \ ! BRI QI 0 oA e glils Ly
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In Iberia the director revisits one of his prime fascinations, the Southern Spain through thee lens a corresponded love with the French Irene; and
of renowned composer Issac Albeniz suite, broken down by geographical region like a tour .
Sun 18\11 7:00
Thu 22\11  9:00

Yassir is fighting together with his brother to raise
some money. Along the campaign in Italy, France '
and Alsace, they realize that French soldiers are |
promoted, has better food and have leaves to visit
their families, while the Arab soldiers are shamefully
discriminated and treated like 2nd ranking soldiers.
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Portugal, 2005, 102 min, Feature
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Directed by: Margarida Gil
Starring: Moreira, Isabel Ruth, Bruno Bravo

And along Come Tourists
\
Language: Portugesse with English Subtitles.
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L’'udienza e aperta . My Brother is getting married
italy. 2006. 75 min. me ! Swizerland, 2006, 95 min, Feature
. . | Directed by: Jean- Stephane Bron
Directed by: Vincenzo Marra \ Starring: Jean- Luc Bideau, Aurore Clement,
I Germany, 2007, 85 MIN, Feature Language: Italian with English subtitles i Cyril Troley
| Directed by: Robert Thalheim . \ Language:French with Arabic Subtitle
, , , | Starring: Simone Baer, Magda Szwarcbart Follows the appeal trial of a member of , .

The film deals with an deserted island and a | Language: German with English Subtiles the notorious Neopolitan Camorra who ! The Depierraz family was shattered fourteen 1
man who wants to send his daughter Adriana guage: 8 has been convicted of an assassination. | years ago. Nowadays, everyone leads their life on \
away from the island to the mainland so that ! . This behind-the-scenes look at the Italian | their own and they talk little, or not at all. Even \

she could marry and have her own family. In the \  Festivals & Awards: Cannes 2007, Toronto 2007, Warsaw judicial system is definitely full of surprises, \ Vinh, their adoptive son, has distanced himself \
mainland, Adriana begins a search for a man that | 2007 In Competition. especially for the Italian populace. ' and despite the announcement of'his yvedding, !
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Bamako

France, Mali, 2006, 115 min,
Feature

Directed by: Abdelrahmane Sissako
Starring: Aissa Maiga, Tiécoura Traoré,
Maimouna Héléne Diarra.

Language: French and Bambara with English
Subtitle

Festivals & Awards: Won Best French-Language
Film Lumiere Awards, France 2007

Bamako. Melé is a bar singer, her husband Chaka is out of
work and the couple is on the verge of breaking up... In the
courtyard of the house they share with other families, a trial
court has been set up. African civil society spokesmen have
taken proceedings against the World Bank and the IMF
whom they blame for Africa>s woes... Amidst the pleas and
the testimonies, life goes on in the courtyard. Chaka does
not seem to be concerned by this novel Africa>s desire to
fight for its rights...

Wed 21\11 5:00
Tue 27\11 6:00
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The Mother’s House
South Africa, 2005, 76 min, Documentary

Directed by: Francois Verster
Language: English

Festivals & Awards: Winner of Best Documentary at the Cape Town World Cinema
Festival, Apollo Film Festival, and Zimbabwe IF

The Mother’s House is a record of four years in the life of Miche, a charming, precocious yet troubled teenage girl growing into
womanhood in post-Apartheid South Africa. Living with her mother and grandmother in Bonteheuwel, a Coloured township
outside Cape Town, she has to face not only life in a community troubled by gangsterism and drug abuse, but also what it
means to break the unbearable cycle of emotional and physical violence imprisoning her

own family. The Mother’s House gives a powerful insight into three generations of women striving to untie the knots that bind
and to find peace and love amongst all the hurt and anger within their community and themselves.

Wed 21\11 9:00
Sat 24\11 5:00
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Italy, Senegal, 2006, 110 min, Feature

Directed by: Laura Muscardin
Starring: Marco Bonini, Boubacar Ba, Lella Costa
Language: Italian with English Subtitle

Billo is a young Senegalese man who smuggles himself to
Italy. He has dreams of being a fashion designer and selling
his garments to the couture market, but ends up like so many
other immigrants selling CDs and DVDs.

Sun 25\11 8:00
Tue 27\11 5:00

JUJU Factory \

Congo, 2007, 97 min, Feature

Directed by: Balufu Bakupa- Kanyinda

Starring: Dieudonné Kabongo, Carole Karemera,
Katik Donatien Bakomba

Language: French with English Subtitle

Kongo lives in the Matonge district of Brussels, an
area populated mainly by African immigrants.
Kongo is writing a book on the subject of
immigrants but while his editor wants a kind of
traveler's book in which ethnic exotic ingredients
are offered to a European audience, Kongo has
more ambitious ideas.

Sat 24\11 9:00
Tue 27\11 7:00
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VANAA

India, USA 2006, 111 min, Feature

Directed by: Rajnesh Domalpalli

Starring: Mamatha Bhukya, Urmila Dammannagari, Ramachandriah
Marikanti

Language: Telugu with English Subtitle

Festivals & Awards: Best Debut Film- Berlin International Film
Festival 2007

Vanaja, the 15 year old daughter of a financially troubled fisherman goes
to work in the local landlady>s house in hopes of learning Kuchipudi
dance. She does well, but when the Landlady>s son returns from the US,
what begins as innocent sexual chemistry turns ugly, ending in a rape - a
rape of a minor. Set in rural South India, a place where social barriers are
built stronger than ancient fort walls, the film explores the chasm that
divides classes as a young girl struggles to come of age.

Fri 23\11 6:00
Thu 29\11 8:00
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SHAME

Pakistan, USA, 2006, 94 min, Feature

Directed by: Mohammed Ali Naqvi

Starring: Nassem Akhtar, Shaukat Azzia, Ghulam
Fareed

Language: Urdu, Sariki with English Subtitle

Festivals & Awards: Special Jury Prize, Durban Film
Festival 2007

In 2002, poor illiterate Mukhtaran Mai appears before
a tribal council after her brother falls foul of the
Mastois, the Village's wealthy family. Mukhtaran's
punishment gang rape by four of the Mastoi brothers.
Unsupported by police and her frightened Family,
Mukhtaran takes a decision that transforms her life,
and the village's: she fights back through the courts.

Thu 22\11 5:00
Wed 28\11 6:00
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When we were Black

South Africa, 2006, 192 min, Documentary

Directed by: Khalo Matabane
Language: IsiZulu, Tsotsitaal, SeSotho and
Afrikaans with English Subtitle

Fitos, an intelligent but awkward teenager,
meets Mangi the girl of his dreams. But Mangi
is involved with Modise, an articulate student

leader. Fitos has to both stave off the local
bullies and figure out of how to win Mangi in

the midest of a revolution.

Tue 20\11 8:00
Thu 29\11 9:00
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The Cats of MIRIKITANI
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The Cats of MIRIKITANI

USA, 2006, 74 min, Documentary

I Directed by: Linda Hattendorf
I Language: English

Festivals & Awards: Best Film Tokyo International Film Festival 2006

I Documentary shows how individual goodness can mitigate against greater
evils. “Make art not war” is Jimmy Mirikitani’s motto. He’s an independent

I octogenarian artist born in California and raised in Hiroshima but ended up living
on the streets of New York City. Local film maker Linda Hattendorf first noticed
him outside a Soho grocery store, bundled against the weather, concentrating on his

I colorful drawings. Linda finds him still outdoors, coughing in the toxic dust. Although he
has refused help before, he accepts her offer of a place to stay.

Sat 24\11 8:00
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In Debt we Trust
USA, 2006, 88 min, Documentary

Directed by: Danny Schechter
Languages: English

You could say that people who get enslaved in
credit card debt have no financial sense and its
their own fault. This film, however, shows clearly and
informatively how big business and government
cooperate to encourage senseless financial
behavior, to the profit of the rich and loss
of everyone else. It articulates well the
observation of mine and many others
that our society is quickly heading
toward feudalism.

Sun 18\11 9:00
Fri 23\11 5:00

In Debt we Trust
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NOMADAK TX

Spain, 2006, 86 min, Documentary

Directed by: Raul de la Fuente, Pablo Iraburu, Harkaitz Mtnez. De San
Vicente and Igor Otxoa

Language: Basque, Spanish, French, Mongolian and Arabic with English
Subtitle.

Festivals & Awards: Special Mention San Sebastian International Film
Festival 2007

The spirit of the Film is a meeting point, not only between two people
but also between cultures, moves both protagonists to travel to remote
places looking for sounds and voices. They live among people — in
the outcasts of India — also with the Sami people in Laponia, with the
people of the Mongol steppes, and with the Saharan people. In each
country visited, the musicians make a piece using local materials, be it
ice in Lapland or wood in India, and the instrument becomes a resonant
metaphor for the cultural musical exchange that follows.

Thu 22\11 800
Mon 26\11 5:00
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El ejido - The Law of Profit

Belgium, France, 2007, 80 min, Documentary

Directed by: Jawad Rhalib
Language: Spanish, Arabic with English subtitle

Festivals & Awards:

FIPA- festival International de Programmes Audiovisuals
2007, France

Munich International Documentary Film Festival 2007,
Germany

The 28" Durban Film Festival, South Africa

The Exploitation of immigrant agricultural workers in
southern Spain, modern slavery that fills the plates of
Europe

Today, the formerly- deserted region of Almeria in
southern Spain produces one third of Europe’s winter
consumption of fruits and vegetables and reaps two
thirds of the country’s farm profits. This economic
miracle in a greenhouse relies on the labour of nearly
80.000 immigrants, half of whom do not have proper
working papers. In a destroyed environment where the
air is vitiated by pesticides and ground water is running
out, the village of El Ejido illustrates, almost to the point
of caricature, this industrial exploitation of Men and
the land encouraged by globalization. Driss, Moussaid
and Dijbril are day- labourers there, working for a
pittance and, as is the case with most of their peeers,
without a working contract. They stay in chabolas, small
constructions made of cardboard and plastic, without
water or electricity. Near- slavery that fills our Plates...

Wed 21\11 8:00
Wed 28\11 5:00
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International Film Festival 2006 N
Ayoung Chinese girl is smuggled into the UK so she can support her h N
son and family in China. N

She has ambitious plans to send most of her money back to China in order
to support her family.
But life in the UK is difficult, even for the hardest working Chinese immigrant.

Tue 20\11 5:00
Fri 23\11 7:00




Falafel
Lebanon, 2006, 83 min, Feature

Directed by: Michel Kammoun

Starring: Elie Mitri, Issam Bou Khaled, Michel
Hourani.

Language: Arabic with English subtitles

A summer evening in Beirut. The life of Toufic,
a young Lebanese man, and his nightly strolls.
Between his family, friends and love affairs, he tries
to seize every day of his life. For him, every second
is the most important. Soon he discovers that
having a normal life, in this country, is a luxury out
of his reach. Fifteen years after the war had ended,
a volcano is lying dormant on every street corner,

like a ticking bomb that is ready to explode.

Tue 20\117:00
Mon 26\11 8:00
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Rome Rather Than You

Algeria, France, 2006, 111 min, Feature

Directed by: Tariq Teguie
Starring: Samira Kaddour, Rachid Amrani
Language: Arabic with English subtitles

In a time when Algeria has been consumed by warfare
and strife for more than a decade, a man who longs
to return to the peaceful streets of Rome takes
his girlfriend on a desperate quest to procure
the papers that will allow the pair to seek
outa brighter future. With gunfire echoing

in his ears, Kamel longs to leave Algeria
behind and return to ltaly, where he
used to bake pizzas for a living. But
Kamel doesn>t want to go to ltaly
alone, he desperately wants to bring
his loyal girlfriend Zina along on the
journey as well. Having grown up

in a country where violence in the oy 2
streets is an everyday occurrence, gos55 Bl rglal
Kamel and Zina calmly make their Gl yas aadiy 5 9aBy 0 e £ il
way out of the city and into the I ST e :‘. .
eerily quiet suburbs in hopes of -
locating the immigrant smuggler
who can successfully usher them
out of the country. Though the streets
are a virtual maze of dead ends and
danger seems to lurk just around every
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journey into something resembling an N

adventurous vacation.
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WWW What a Wonderfull World

France, Morocco, 2006, 99 min, Feature

Directed by: Faouzi Bensaidi
Starring: Faouzi Bensaidi, Nezha Rahile, Fatima
Attif

Language: Arabic with English Subtitles

In Casablanca, city of contrast, a modern and
archaic city. Kamel, is a hired killer, who recieves
his orders by internet. He usually calls Souad to
make love after his hits and, each time, Kenza
answers the phone. She directs the traffic in the
mornings around the city’s largest traffic island.
Kamel soon finds himself falling in love with her
voice.

Wed. 21\11 6:00
Mon 26\11 9:00
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Kahloucha: Tarzan of Arabs
Tunisia, 2007, 79 min, Documentary

Directed by: Nejib Belkadhi
Language: Arabic with English Subtitles

Festivals & Awards: Won golden dowry- Dubai
Film Festival- 2006

Award winning director Nejib Belkhadi focuses
on the grassroots filmmaking efforts of a small
town movie director/house painter, Mouncef
Kahloucha. Reminiscent of the indie classic
“American Movie”, Belkhadi stays true to local
Tunisian comedic sensibilities while winning
over audiences internationally.

Sun 18\11 8:00
Sun 25\11 9:00

Kahloucha: Tarzan of Arabs
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Im the one who Brings Flowers to Her Grave
Syria, France, 2006, 110 min, Documentary/Feature

Directed by: Hala Alabdalla and Ammar El Beik
Starring: Fadia LADKANI, Rola ROUKBI, Raghida ASSAF
Language: Arabic with English Subtitles

Festivals & Awards: The Golden Hawk Award- 7th Arab Film
Festival Rotterdam

In this film, the map of my country, Syria, boils down to friends
and roads travelled while location scouting.

I talk to these roads, | express my doubts and certainties as |
look for locations for the films | have dreamt of making for the
last twenty years.

My girlfriends confess before my camera, speak for me and
clear the mist before my eyes.

| seek refuge near the sea: it is my forgotten childhood, my
mystery, the sacred tomb of poetry.

I share the terrain of this intimate film with Ammar, who captures
Youssef, my husband, on camera and returns him to me laden
with his paintings and his gentle exile.

Ammar helps me to act and to put the films | dream of making
into a single film.

A film like a puzzle in black and white, made up of journeys
and returns, that speaks of prison and exile, the past and the
present, love and death.

A film that speaks of the importance of poetry.

Mon 19\11:8:00
Sun 25\11 7:00
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Tender is The Wolf

Tunisia, 2006, 83 min, Feature

Directed by: Jilani Saadi

Starring: Anissa Daoud, Mohammad Graya, Atef

Ben Hesin
Language: Arabic with English subtitles

Festivals & Awards: was screened in competition at
the 2006 Dubai Film Festival.

Tender Is the Wolf is a sensitive but bleak drama
which shows the tumultuous consequences of a
crime committed by the group of outcasts a Tunisian
man hangs out with. Unemployed and directionless,
the gentle, lumbering Stoufa meets up with his three
pals on a corner one cold winter night in Tunis to
drink and hang out. It is there that they encounter
Salousa, a willful, talkative young prostitute they
know. Conversation leads to confrontation, and the
friends impulsively gang rape the woman as she
hopelessly tries to stop the assault. The next day the
woman enlists her thuggish brother to track down
her attackers and deal with them. Stoufa, though not
having participated, is nonetheless violently beaten.
Yet, with something still troubling him, he meets with
the woman and a tentative, unusual relationship
develops between them. This dark, unsettling urban
drama eschews the sunny, rural locales and more
upbeat storytelling typical of Arabian cinema to
explore a cold urban world of poverty and violence.

Tue 27\11 9:00
Thu 29\11 5:00
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Where would you fly if you had a Flying Carpet?

2006, 64 min, Documentary

\
Sy S TE YT
Directed by: Nabila Irshaid
Language: Silent with English Caption
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Film that revolves around one question where would you fly
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if you had a Flying Carpet?
Group of people answer this question, each one with
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An art piece commenting on the absurdity

of the living situation in Palestine.
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Maybe it is Closed (il 0952 Lay

Egypt. 2007. 17 min. Feature
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DRIVING TO ZIGZIGLAND

US-Palestine, 2006, 92 minutes, feature
Directed by: Nicole Ballivian
Language: Arabic and English with Arabic and English subtitles.

A chronicle of a day in the life of a Palestinian cab driver in Los Angeles,
DRIVING TO ZIGZIGLAND, portrays the social struggle of the Arab immigrant
in post-911/ America. A film audition typecasts Bashar to play an Al Qaeda
terrorist role. The utilities are due and Bashar has twenty-four hours to make
the money. For the remaining hours left until tomorrow, an unceasing flow of
passengers ride in Bashar>s taxi and give the Arab cabbie the run-around on
issues that deal with suicide bombers, George Bush, Cat Stevens, the war in Iraq,
music, and world geography. Bashar>s quest to make the money is won until
he realizes he has to choose between the Department of Homeland Security

and his family. Shot in Los Angeles and Palestine, based on true stories.

2006 Cairo International Film Festival - In Competition
2006 Dubai International Film Festival - Official Selection

Tue 27\11 8:00
Wed 28/11 6:00
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Palestine Blues
Palestine, 2005, 80 min, Documentary

Directed by: Nida Sinnokrot
Language: Arabic with English Subtitle

A beautifully crafted narrative, Palestine
Blues takes us on a journey into a vanishing
landscape, exposing the hydrological
motives behind Israel’s Wall, and into the
heart of Palestine’s non- violent resistance
movement.
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Palestines

France/Palestine, 2006,
50 min, Documentary

Directed by: Etienne Beurier
Thomas Ellis and Constantin
Simon
Language: Arabic with English
Subtitle

In Their first documentary film,
three young directors present
three portraits of Palestinians,
trying to do their Job in the face
of challenging situations. Even
if they never do meet, they
all share the same desire, to
live freely. But in an occupied
country, nothing is over simple,
and everyday life takes on a
different colour altogether.

Fri 18\11 6:00
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The Storm Was Here

Palestine, 2007, 84 min, Documentary

Directed by: Tareq Yukhluf
Language: Arabic with English Subtitle

Preparations for the launch of the second
Revolution after the June war Abu
Ammar's entry to the occupied territories
to build cells and master the rules and start
the resistance, leading to a battle which
restored dignity account the will of the
Arab steadfastness.

Sat 19\11 6:00.
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«Med-Screen is supported by the European Union in the
framework of the Euromed Audiovisual programme”.

Support Programme for the Promotion of Films from the Arab Countries and Territories of the MEDA Region
(2006-2008)

Within the framework of the Euromed Audiovisual Program of the European Union, the Med-Screen project
aims to promote the cinema of the 8 Arab countries of the MEDA Region. The objective is to make these works
more visible in the partner countries, and to increase their chances of being marketed. Med-Screen proposes the
following actions:

1.

2.

5.

Organizing “Arab Film Weeks” in movie theatres throughout the MEDA region, or in Europe, preferably in
partnership with festivals or organizations.

Giving Arab films’ right-holders the chance to be present in the main film markets in order to increase their
chances of being purchased and commercially released.

Giving Arab films” DVD producers the means for better publicity, namely by buying more advertisement
space and increasing the number of languages available on DVDs to make them accessible to a larger
public.

Creating and distributing the “Making of” of Arab films in two formats: A short version to act as film promotion
on the Internet, and a long version to be proposed to DVD producers as a bonus feature for the DVD release
for the film.

Creating a website on Arab cinema, which will serve as a tool for professionals in the field.

Med-Screen joins with Al Kasaba in 2007 to present 19 Arab recent films in the frame of Al Kasaba International
Film Festival. We are glad this partnership will allow the public in Palestine, especially in Ramallah, to discover
new films originating from Mediterranean Arab countries. We hope that the visibility of these films through this
festival will facilitate their commercial release in movie theatres, in order to reach a larger public.

www.med-screen.com
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This project is financed by the European Union in the framework of the Euromed Audiovisual Programme




Maria’s Grotto

Palestine, 2007, 53 min, Documentary

Directed by: Buthina Khoury
Language: Arabic with English and French Subtitle

A gripping portrait of women, whose lives were dictated by a moral code, Maria>s Grotto is
a painfully true film about the issue of honor killings in Palestine. Khoury explores the issue
through the stories of four women: one is wrongly accused of dishonoring her family and
then murdered; the second dies after being forced by her brothers to swallow poison; the
third survives repeated stabbings inflicted by her brother; and the fourth is a Hip-hop singer
who dares speak out about honor killings, and faces death threats. Through these stories,
Khoury exposes the magnitude of honor killings in Palestine.

Fri 23\11 7:00
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33 Days

Lebanon, 2007, 70 min, Documentary

Directed by: Mai Masri
(Al-Jazeera Documentary Channel, 2007)

Filmed during the massive Israeli attack on Lebanon

in the summer of 2006, 33 DAYS chronicles the daily
lives of 4 young people working in theatre, media

and emergency relief. Through thier creativity and
commmitment, the film begins to tell some of the untold
stories that forever marked the lives of the people who
survived that fateful summer in Beirut.

Wed 28\11 9:00
The film will be screen in attendance of the director
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Beirut Diaries
Lebanon, 2006, 80 min, Documentary

Directed by: Mai Masri

Festivals & Awards:

First Prize, Institut du Monde Arabe Film Festival, Paris , France 2006
Special Tribute, Ismailia International Film Festival, Egypt, 2006
Nominated for Best Documentary, Asia Pacific Screen Awards,
Australia 07

Through the story of a young woman from Beirut, the

film explores the role of young people in the critical
transformations that took place in Lebanon in the period
extending from the assassination of Prime Minister Rafik
Hariri to the massive Israeli offensive of July 2006. Through
the turbulent experience of Nadine and her young friends,
their dreams and disillusions, the film looks at the crucial
questions facing Lebanon at this decisive turning point in its
history.

Fri 30\11 7:00
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